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A digital short story from author and foster carer Maggie Hartley. Also contains a sneak peek

chapter from Maggie's highly anticipated debut memoir, TINY PRISONERS.Brothers Ben and

Damien are shockingly quiet when they arrive on Maggie's doorstep. They don't shout or play like

normal three and four year olds. They hardly dare make a sound, so much have they been

conditioned to be 'seen and not heard' by their mother and controlling stepfather.More disturbingly,

their little baby half-brother Noah is completely unresponsive. He doesn't play, he doesn't smile, he

doesn't crawl - he doesn't even cry. In a state of blankness brought about by emotional neglect,

poor baby Noah is disconnected from the world. Maggie has never seen such a young life so

affected before. Yet with time, love and care, Maggie gradually unpicks what has caused this terrible

void. She teaches the children to play and laugh and to not be afraid to make noise. We see Ben,

Damien and Noah take steps towards a positive future and their journey reaches a happy

conclusion when they are adopted by a loving family. With love and affection, they are no longer

scared to be themselves. They are free to make their voices heard.
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Another amazing book by Maggie Hartley! As a foster and foster adopt mother, as well as a

biological mother, my heart breaks to read the stories of these children's pain, yet knowing some do

live happily ever after makes them hard to resist!

A highly readable first book. The story flowed nicely and It was very interesting to get an inside

perspective on foster caring. I'll certainly be looking out for Maggie's next book.

Book is a must read: inspiring and captivating!!!Anthony D. Woodsc/o Velvet Tears: Breaking the

Silence

This is a tragic and also heartwarming story. An easy read. I am looking forward to her next book. A

must read.
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